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DHAHAN PRIZE ANNOUNCES 2021 WINNERS
FOR BEST PUNJABI FICTION

International Punjabi Literature Prize Bridges Borders

Vancouver, BC (October 14, 2021) — The Dhahan Prize proudly announces the 2021 winners awarded
for excellence in Punjabi literature. The Dhahan Prize promotes Punjabi literature on a global scale by
awarding $25,000 annually to the best book of fiction published in either Gurmukhi or Shahmukhi
scripts, along with two finalist prizes of $10,000 CDN each.

2021 Winners and Finalists of the Dhahan Prize in Punjabi Literature are:

e Winner ~ $25,000: Shahmukhi Script
Jogi, Sap, Trah (‘Snake Charmer’s Fear’), Short stories by Nain Sukh (Lahore, Punjab,
Pakistan))

e Finalist ~ $10,000: Gurmukhi Script
Apne Apne Marseia (“Journeys’), Short stories by Sarghi (Amritsar, Punjab, India)

e Finalist ~ $10,000: Gurmukhi script
Mitti Bol Peye (‘The Earth Speaks’), Novel by Balbir Madhopuri (New Delhi, India)

“These winning books explore globally relevant issues of inequality, discrimination, patriarchy and the
struggle of the oppressed for freedom and equal rights. They are hopeful narratives of people finding
their own unique voices as they journey on in fast changing relationships” says Barj S. Dhahan.

The Dhahan Prize is thrilled that the winner of the eighth annual award is the expansive collection of short
stories written in the Shahmukhi script by the renowned author Nain Sukh. The Central Jury cites, “This
is a unique book on the ‘real’ or ‘original’ inhabitants of Punjab. A literary milestone in Punjabi...A
brilliant and non-religious celebration of Punjabi heritage and rich cultural traditions.”

The Dhahan Prize is the richest literary award in South Asia’s indigenous languages celebrating the rich
history of the Punjabi literature. The Prize aims to inspire the creation of Punjabi literature across
borders, bridging Punjabi communities around the world, and promoting Punjabi literature on a global
scale. The awards garner critical acclaim and significant exposure for aspiring and established writers.

The Dhahan Prize was established in Vancouver, British Columbia, where Punjabi people, language,
and culture have flourished for over a century. Punjabi is now the 3 most spoken language in Canada
and is a strong thread in the multicultural fabric of the nation. The prize is funded by Barj and Rita
Dhahan, and family and friends.

DhahanPrize.com ¢ #1058 — 2560 Shell Rd., Richmond, BC V6X 0B8 * contact@dhahanprize.com



HHH

Media Contact:

Harinder Kaur Dhahan
778-997-9715
hkdhahan@dhahanprize.com



mailto:hkdhahan@dhahanprize.com

o T

= DHAHAN

3 PRIZE e
o g oy

2021 Dhahan Prize Winner & Finalists
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Winner: Jogi,Sap, Trah(‘Snake Charmer’s
Fear’), Collection of Short Stories

Nain Sukh, Lahore, Punjab, Pakistan
Kitab Tiranjan, Publisher

It is the latest collection of short stories by
the writer. Part history and part cultural
anthropology, these stories are nostalgic
portraits of the poor people - outcastes,
artisans, entertainers - in the undivided
Punjab. There are stories within stories
while others are micro stories set in the
fast-changing west Punjab (Pakistan).
Baba Jogi, the protagonist in the title story,
is an ‘un-important’ individual. He is a
snake charmer skilled at hypnotizing
poisonous snakes and entertaining people through the playing of the ‘been’ (a wind instrument played by
snake charmers). The hissing snakes in his baskets would frighten the onlookers. His profession was once
held in great awe. But now he and others like him find themselves in poverty due to the forces of modernity
and urbanization. The writer aptly describes the situation, “Missing the good old days, Baba Jogi sits with
his open basket with no snakes in it. Fear upon fear. Eyes and eyes only. With a snake in each eye.” Baba
Jogi’s dying is a sad reality of Punjabi society in flux with something old disappearing and something new
emerging.

In ‘la llah Il Allah’ and ‘Sohg Sohoyee’ confusion over religious identities, belonging, and remembrance
of myths, ancient beliefs, rituals, and rites further reveal the vanishing of traditional ways of life in Punjab.
In ‘Sohg Sohoyee’ Lilli Faqir takes his son’s dead body to a Maulvi for the funeral prayer. The Maulvi
refuses alleging that Faqir and his dead son are not Muslim. Lilli Fagir performs an ancient last rite which
was neither Muslim nor Hindu.

Nain Sukh is a rare individual whose writings are highly recognized across national and script boundaries.
This collection of stories speaks to his masterful use of folklore, myths, history, songs, and sayings with
complex layers of meaning.

“This is a unique book on the ‘real’ or ‘original’ inhabitants of Punjab. A literary milestone in Punjabi.
These stories are a brilliant and non-religious celebration of Punjabi heritage and rich cultural traditions.”
Central Jury

Nain Sukh is the pen name of Khalid Mahmood, a practising lawyer, an activist for justice, a poet, and a
prodigious writer in Punjabi. He has a keen eye for crafting his prose within a broad and well researched
historical and social anthropological context.
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Nain Sukh has published eight critically acclaimed books. His debut poetry collection ‘Kikar Tay Angoor’
was published in 1994. His first book of short stories ‘ Theekeryaan’ was published in 2005 followed by
‘Uthal Puthal’ in 2011. The culturally rich and expansive novel ‘Madho Lal Hussain: Lahore Di Vel was
warmly received by readers in 2014. ‘Jogi, Sap, Trah’ written in the Shahmukhi script is a crowning
achievement exploring the trepidation and hope of the ordinary people in the passing of the old and the
emergence of the new Punjab.

Nain Sukh was the 2015 winner of the Dhahan Prize Finalist Award and Pakistan’s prestigious Masud
Khadarposh Award for Madho Lal Hussain: Lahore Di Vel.
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Finalist: Apne Apne Marseia
(‘Journeys”), Collection of Short
Stories)

Sarghi, (Amritsar, Punjab, India)
Publisher: Chetna Parkashan
Apne Apne Marseia (‘Journeys’)
stories explore the emotional and
mental condition of predominately
female characters coping with
shock, confusion, and sadness.
Sarghi delves deep into the values
and complexities of a male centered
culture where enormous power
imbalance in intimate relationships
leave women vulnerable to abuse,
cruelty, and rape. In the title story Apne Apne Marseia two female friends have been married to two male
friends from the same village. Both men are killed in an accident. Instead of wallowing in despair, the
widows establish a variety of new relationships. Though sad they refuse to resign themselves to life-long
misery. They find new ways of living meaningfully in their community.

The English title ‘Holiday Wife’, for a story in the book is shockingly original in Punjabi fiction. A
woman’s husband lives in another country, and he is also married to a woman there. He liaisons with his
Punjab based (first) wife during his occasional visits. Overtime, her reflections on the meaning of gender
equality within husband-wife relationship led her to secretly find a holiday husband.

All the stories touch upon the sufferings and determination of characters living in transnational, distant
and rapidly changing relationships. Expressions from folktales, pithy idioms and Gurbani (hymns from
the Guru Granth Sahib) are skillfully employed for a fascinating read.

The Gurmukhi Jury cites that “While struggling within the strictures of a patriarchal society women are
finding their own voices and identities. The author’s sensitive exploration of this theme is profoundly
original.”

“A truthful depiction of the here and now. Kaleidoscopic perspective. Visionary and hopeful.” Central
Jury

Jammu’s literary talent is inherited from her late father Dalbir Chetan, a foremost writer of contemporary
Punjabi literature. Holding a PhD. in Punjabi folklore and fiction, she is an Assistant Professor in Punjabi,
Sri Guru Angad Dev College, Khadur Sahib, Tarn-Taran.

Starting with poetry Sarghi has established her herself as a respected literary critic and editor. Among her
books are Sam Drishti (2002), Khilrey Haraf (2003), Chetan Katha (2005), Vida Hon Toh Pehla (2009)
and Punjabi Kahani Vich Lokdhara Da Unsarn Te Rapuntar (2018).
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Her short stories ‘Rababi and Raad’ are outstanding examples of her creative talent. Both have been
translated into Hindi and English. A short movie has been produced by PTC Punjab on the ‘Holiday Wife’
story from her 2020 published short story collection ‘Apne Apne Marseia’.

She is the recipient of ‘Principal Sujan Singh Utshah Vardak’ and the ‘Gurbax Singh Preetlarhi’ awards.
“Callousness and social injustice affect me deeply compelling me to write. It is a passion for my whole
life,” says Sarghi.
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Finalist: Mitti Bol Peye (The Earth Speaks),
Novel

Balbir Madhopuri, New Delhi, India

Navyug Publishers

Mitti Bol Peye (‘The Earth Speaks’) deals with
the historic inequality and mistreatment of the
lower castes (Advasi or Indigenous people),
women, the landless poor, and those denied
access to education by the powerful landlords
and higher castes. It is a relevant contribution
to the current global dialogue about impacts of
colonialism, racism, gender and caste
discriminaton. Baba Sangatia, the old
protagonist, is engaging with an enclyopedic
knowledge and grit. He has a treasure trove of
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newspaper cuttings, records of political meetings, copies of legislation on a whole range of issues
including the right to education for the lower castes. He remembers painful tragedies and atrocities from
across the region. He says “We are nothing but bulls and donkeys with blinkers on.” He believes education
is the only tool that can help break the chains of bondage. He eloquently guides his grandson Gora to
attend school so he can improve the Dalit life, and seek equal rights.

Madhopuri skilfully weaves the historic role of Baba Mungoo Ram into the fabric of the story. Ram was
a leading activist for independence and the principal leader for the advancement of the Dalit/Advasi
communities in Punjab prior to 1947 partition.

The rich descriptions of the flora and fauna, canals, and wadis of the Jaijon and Rahon region are a visual
treat for the reader. Dalit customs, songs of the goat herders and aphormisms contribute to the literary
richness. Sayings of Bhagat Kabir and Guru Ravidas show the spiritual aspects of life. Baba Sangatia’s
striking of his sarangi (a fiddle like folk instrument) mournfully connects the reader to the deep sorrows
and sadness of the Dalit life.

The Gurmukhi Jury cites “The novel is a sensitive commentary on the Dalit life and the struggle from
oppression. It’s method of presentation is profound and never done before in Punjabi fiction.”

“Mitti Bol Paye is a testament to the Dalit courage and awakening!” The Central Jury

From a humble beginning as a child laborer in the Punjabi village of Madhopur to becoming Deputy
Director in India’s Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Madhopuri’s journey is one of hardship,
courage, and determination. He holds a postgraduate degree in Punjabi from Lyallpur Khalsa College,
Jalandhar.

His prodigious writings bring to light the sufferings of the deprived and oppressed peaple especially the Dalits
within a caste ridden society. ‘Chhangiya Rukh’ (2002) is a ground-breaking autobiography which has been
translated into English, Hindi, Urdu, Russian and Polish. ‘My Caste-My Shadow’, a book of poems and
‘Ghadri Baba Mangu Ram’ solidified his standing as an influential writer. ‘Mitti Bol Paye’ has been
compared with the writings of Thomas Hardy, Fyodor Dostoevsky, and Charles Dickens.

To his literary credit are fourteen books of fiction including significant editorial and translation works.
A recipient of the Indian Sahitya Academy Translation Prize and the Lifetime Achievement Award,
Punjabi Academy Delhi. Madhopuri is the Director of Punjabi Bhawan, Punjabi Sahit Sabha, New Delhi
and the Editor of the quarterly Samkali Sahit magazine.
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DHAHAN PRIZE 2021 Short List
Apne Apne Marseia (Short Stories), Sarghi, Chetna Parkashan, Punjabi Bhawan, Ludhiana
Ik Totta Janam Bhoomi (Novel), Harjit Kaur Virk, Sangam Publications, Samana, Patiala
Jogi, Sap, Trah (Short Stories), Nain Sukh, Kitab Trinjan, Lahore, Pakistan
Mil Gya Nickels (Short Stories), Kuljit Maan, Chetna Parkashan, Punjabi Bhawan, Ludhiana
Mitti Bol Peye (Novel), Balbir Madhopuri, Navyug Publishers, New Delhi

Siyasat Khed Siyasat (Short Stories), Jinder, Sangam Publications, Samana, Patiala
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Central Jury

Dr. Khola Iftikhar Cheema, PhD. (History), Chair

University Lecturer and International Research Fellow

Co-Writer, Sikh Research Institute (SikhRI), USA, Founder/President, Lyallpur Young Historians Club,
and Organizer, Lyallpur Punjabi Literary Festival, Faislabad, Pakistan

Professor, Dr. Jagbir Singh, Member

Author, Scholar, Translator

Chancellor, Central University of Punjab, Bathinda and former Head, Department of Punjabi, University
of Delhi, India

Professor (Retd.) Dr. Bakhshish Singh Jauhal, Member
Author, Translator and former Chair, School of Punjabi Studies, Chandigarh, India

Gurmukhi Jury

Professor, Dr. Jaspal Kaur, Chair
Head & Associate Professor, Department of Punjabi, Faculty of Arts, University of Delhi, India

Dr. Lakhwinder Singh Johal, PhD. (Punjabi), Member
Journalist, Poet, Author, Documentary Producer, and Secretary, Managing Committee ‘Jang-e-Azadi
Yadegar’, Karturpur, and Chief Editor, ‘Kavlok’ E magazine, Jullundar, Punjab, India

Mr. Baldev Singh Sadaknama, BA, MA (Punjabi), Member
Acclaimed Author, Sahitya Akademi Awardee (2011) and Winner of the 2018 Dhahan Prize,
Moga, Punjab, India
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